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Our gospel reading this morning is Luke, chapter 12, verses 32 through 40, 
where Jesus uses a parable to warn against being unprepared. The lesson is 
about being ready for the coming of the Son of Man. Listen to this teaching of 
Jesus, “for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”: 

32 "Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give 
you the kingdom. 
33 Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not 
wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no 
moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
35 "Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36 be like those who are 
waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they 
may open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. 
37 Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly 
I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will 
come and serve them. 38 If he comes during the middle of the night, or near 
dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 
39 "But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief 
was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 40 You also must 
be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour." 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 Sermon  

Last week, we heard the Parable of the Rich Fool. The rich farmer who tore 
down his barns and built lager barns in which he could store the abundance 
produced by his land. The message I said was that unlike the man, who kept 
everything for himself, we must respond with thankfulness and generosity for 
all the gifts that we receive from God. Doing this, I said, was the key to being 
“rich toward God.” This week Jesus says, “sell your possessions, and give 
alms.” This may sound like a similar message, but Jesus continued:  

“Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in 
heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 



2 
 

The call to sell our possessions is a call to lighten our earthly load and store up 
treasures in heaven where they are safe and will be there for us, in God’s 
kingdom. The kingdom that was initiated when Jesus came to earth, and the 
kingdom that is yet to come. The “purse” we create in heaven will not wear 
out, nor will it be subject to threat of moths who destroy and thieves who try 
to steal. 

The next thing Jesus says is: “Be dressed for action,” or gird your loins, “and 
have your lamps lit; be like those who are waiting for their master to return 
from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as 
he comes and knocks.” 

The rich farmer last week was clearly not ready for his master to come. When 
God came to him to tell him his life was demanded of him, the man was not 
“rich toward God.” He had stored his earthly possessions for himself. The 
opposite of what we are called to do this week. We are told to lessen our 
worldly possessions and give to those less fortunate. We are called not to store 
up treasures on earth, but to store up treasures in heaven. We are called to be 
“rich toward God.” Then, following this warning to be prepared, Jesus said: 

“Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I 
tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will 
come and serve them. If he comes during the middle of the night, or near 
dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 

Jesus said, “blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert…” 

Often this kind of warning from scripture makes us think that we must be 
ready, or else…or else we will be condemned, or else we will be found wanting 
and the door will not be opened to us. But if we hear the words of Jesus it is 
not a warning against condemnation, but a promise of blessing. If we are 
found prepared, we are promised, “blessed are those slaves whom the master 
finds alert.” 

Then, when the master comes and finds us alert, there is an amazing reversal 
of roles: “he will fasten his belt,” or gird his loins, “and have them sit down to 
eat, and he will come and serve them.” The servant of a master should expect 
to open the door, to welcome the master home, and prepare to serve the 
master. But in the kingdom, when the master comes and finds us alert and 
ready, the master will prepare to work. The master will get to work for us and 
sit us at the table and feed us. In the kingdom of God, we will all sit around 
the table and be fed by God. In the future kingdom of God, we will be fed, 
much in the same way as when we gather around this table and share in the 
feast of our Lord. The feast where we are nourished and nurtured by Jesus, 
the Son of God. 
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And again, Jesus says that those who are found prepared, those of us who are 
ready and “rich toward God” when the master comes we will be blessed, “If he 
comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds them so, 
blessed are those slaves.” Those who are prepared, those who are found ready, 
those who have stored their treasures in a heavenly purse will be blessed by 
God, in the kingdom of God. We are called to prepare for God’s blessings. 

In the beginning of our reading, verse 32, Jesus said: “Do not be afraid, little 
flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” At the 
beginning of this discussion of the coming of the Kingdom, Jesus tells us, “Do 
not be afraid,” and calls us, “little flock.” In the way that a shepherd would 
calm his flock, Jesus begins his teaching about the coming age with words of 
comfort and assurance. Even when faced with a changing future our Lord 
gives us reason to follow him. Then Jesus says, “for it is your Father’s good 
pleasure to give you the kingdom.”  

In the person, life, and ministry of Jesus Christ, God’s kingdom has come into 
the world, and it is our “Father’s good pleasure to give” that kingdom to us. 
Everything that Jesus did and everything that Jesus taught, demonstrated the 
kingdom for us to see, and God continues to give his kingdom to the world 
through the work and life of the Body of Christ, the Church. When we follow 
the teaching and example of the Son of God, we are instruments of the 
kingdom in the world. And God promises the kingdom to all the faithful who 
are prepared for the time when Jesus will come again. The time when the 
Master will welcome us at the table, prepare and serve a feast to all the 
brothers and sisters of the faith. For that time we are called to prepare; 
prepare for the blessings of God. 

 

Let us pray: 

God of mercy and blessings, it is in your good pleasure that we are called to 
your kingdom. Show us ways to prepare for your coming, to walk paths that 
are pleasing in your sight, and to sing your praises to the world. Help us to 
lose the bonds of worldly possessions and store up treasures in heaven. Guide 
us to your kingdom O Lord, your kingdom on earth and your kingdom in 
heaven. Keep us in your blessings, O God, that we might be found ready when 
your Son returns in glory. 

Amen. 

 


