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This morning’s gospel reading is Luke, chapter 11, verse 1 through 13, where 
Jesus teaches his disciples to pray.  The prayer we say each week comes 
mostly from Matthew, chapter 6. Here in Luke, Jesus teaches the disciples how 
to pray in response to a question.  One of the twelve, after observing Jesus 
praying, asks Jesus to teach them how to pray. Listen now to our reading from 
Luke chapter 11: 

11:1 He was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his 
disciples said to him, "Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples." 

2 He said to them, "When you pray, say:  
Father, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. 3 Give us each day our 
daily bread. 4 And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone 
indebted to us. And do not bring us to the time of trial." 

5 And he said to them, "Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at 
midnight and say to him, 'Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 6 for a friend 
of mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.' 
 7 And he answers from within, 'Do not bother me; the door has already been 
locked, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give you 
anything.' 
8 I tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything because he 
is his friend, at least because of his persistence he will get up and give him 
whatever he needs. 
9 "So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; 
knock, and the door will be opened for you. 
10 For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for 
everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. 
11 Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for a fish, will give a 
snake instead of a fish? 12 Or if the child asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? 
13 If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how 
much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask 
him!" 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Sermon  

Jesus prays a lot in Luke’s gospel. Often, Jesus went away to pray by himself, 
or with a few of his disciples. Jesus prayed before important events, like when 
he chose the twelve, and on the mountain where he was transfigured. Jesus 
prayed before his arrest, and twice from the cross. In our reading, after Jesus 
has been praying one of the disciples asks Jesus to teach them how to pray. 
Jesus responds by first giving them a prayer, and then by teaching about the 
importance of prayer. 

You might want to open the hymnal to page 16. There you will see the “Lord’s 
Prayer”, both the familiar traditional version and the ecumenical version. 
Follow along as I again read the prayer from Luke: 

“Father, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. Give us each day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone 
indebted to us. And do not bring us to the time of trial.” 

There are some minor differences, but basically the same prayer. The prayer 
we hear in Luke lacks some of the liturgical embellishments found in Matthew. 
For this reason, the Luke prayer is believed to be closer to what Jesus actually 
said.  

Jesus gave his disciples a simple prayer that they could use when they wanted 
to pray. It is a prayer that has been used by Christians for centuries and a 
prayer that we used every Sunday. This simple prayer is also a powerful 
model for how to pray. It is petitionary in nature with five petitions. There are 
two “your” petitions: “hallowed be your name,” and “your kingdom come.” 
And three “us” petitions: “give us each day our daily bread,” “forgive us our 
sins,” and “do not bring us to the time of trial.” 

The first two, the “your” phrases are both praise and petition. “Hallowed be 
your name,” recognizes that God’s name is holy, above all other names, and at 
the same times anticipates a time when all of God’s creation recognizes the 
One God. “Your kingdom come” acknowledges that in the Son, Jesus, God’s 
reign has indeed come near, and longs for the time when God will establish 
the fullness of God’s reign. “Your kingdom come,” is our plea that the long-
awaited kingdom of God would come. The time when God’s plan for all 
creation is fulfilled. The Day of Judgment, when God will separate the sheep 
from the goats. God will know his people, call them by name, and they will 
recognize God’s voice. All war and violence will cease, the lion will lie down 
with the lamb, and peace will fill the world, forever. 

The three “us” petitions are all in the first-person plural. This is not an 
individual prayer for individual needs, but a communal prayer for the life and 
worship of the community. Not just for ourselves, but for all of God’s children. 
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“Give us each day our daily bread,” may seem like a simple request, but in 
Judea, under Roman rule, common people worked very hard, only for local 
representatives of the empire to take almost everything for Rome, its armies, 
and to fill their own purse. Throughout his ministry, Jesus was very concerned 
for the basic needs of the people. He provided wine for the wedding feast and 
fed the four thousand. He helped the lowest and neediest people with his 
miracles and taught the common people of his day. Jesus would pray and 
expect his disciples to pray for their basic needs to be met. 

“And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.” 

After we ask for our basic needs, Jesus tells us to ask for forgiveness, but 
there is this caveat; “…for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.” I do 
not think that this is the quid pro quo arrangement that it sounds like. It is 
not that God will forgive only if we forgive. Before something can be filled it 
must first be emptied. If we are to be filled with God’s grace, we must first 
portion out a little grace of our own. Its kind of like saying, “if you want to get 
love, you have to give love.” If we hold onto the ways people have hurt us, if 
we are consumed by anger or vengefulness, even if we are wallowing in our 
own suffering, we cannot ask for God’s forgiveness with a true heart. The 
more we hang onto the things people have done to us, the less room there is 
for God’s forgiveness in our hearts. 

“And do not bring us to the time of trial.” 

“Time of trial,” or the more familiar temptation. This may be where we need 
the most help. Throughout the Old Testament Israel was constantly 
succumbing to the temptations around them, and today God’s children have 
the same struggles with new temptations; or maybe they are the same ones. 
This prayer is not that we resist temptation, but that we are never tempted. 
Face it we are week, sinful beings. Jesus was tempted in the dessert and came 
away without sin, but we would not fare so well. 

Since Adam and Eve gave into the temptation of the forbidden fruit we have 
been separated from God. A separation that makes us vulnerable to the 
temptations of the world. Only in the fullness of God’s grace can we resist 
temptation. We ask for deliverance because we need God’s grace, and we need 
it continually. 

So, in the Lord’s Prayer we have the simple equation: give, forgive, deliver. 
We should ask God to give us what we need, forgive us as we forgive, and to 
deliver us from temptation. 

But in our reading, the disciple didn’t say, “Jesus give us a prayer for all 
occasions.” The disciple asked to be taught how to pray. If we look at the 
prayer Jesus gave as model for how we should pray, what can we learn? 
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First, we should address God in a familiar intimate manner, Father, or Abba 
the Aramaic word Jesus might have used. When we are praying to God we are 
not praying to some vague and distant omnipotent power. We are praying to 
the one who knows us like a parent knows their children. The God we pray to 
is close and attentive to us and to our needs. 

Second, the model Jesus gave us is petitionary. The Greek verb to pray means 
“to request” or “to make petition.” But, why is it so important to ask God for 
what we need? God knows our needs even before we know to ask for them. 
P.T. Forsythe, a 19th and 20th century Scottish theologian said, “love loves to 
be told what it knows already…it wants to be asked for what it longs to give.” 
Jesus teaches us to ask God for our ordinary needs, because God wants us to 
ask and takes delight when we do. God desires authentic dialogue with us and 
when we share what is in our hearts, we are sharing information God wants to 
hear. 

Petitionary prayer has one big problem: unanswered prayer. When we pray 
for the things we want, or think we need, it often seems that God doesn’t 
answer. 

Many years ago, I was sitting with a close friend in the hospital. His mother 
had been admitted and the doctors weren’t sure why she was hemorrhaging 
internally. As I watched my friend crying in anguish, I knew I had to do 
something; so I went aside and prayed. I prayed as hard as I could, telling 
God it wasn’t time for this mother to leave her son and husband. I prayed and 
prayed. The next day she died. The doctors couldn’t stop the bleeding. I was 
hurt, shaken. Why hadn’t God answered my prayer? 

Why prayers are not answered, even though Jesus repeatedly assures us that 
God does and will answer prayer, can be real stumbling block for us. And I 
think it is not something to be dismissed with glib answers like: “God answers, 
we just may not like the answer, or the answer isn’t what we wanted to hear.” 

I would offer this for your consideration. 

Our sin gets in the way when we pray. I do not mean that God will only 
answer the prayers of one who is without sin. If that was the case, we should 
all give up. What I mean is that our sinful nature gets in the way of our 
understanding. Sin is that which separates us from God, and because we have 
that separation, we can only see partially what God sees. God’s will, God’s 
plan, and therefore God’s actions are not and cannot be clear to us. 

Only in the age to come, when God’s kingdom is fully realized will we see 
clearly and understand everything. Because then the blemish of our sin will 
truly be wiped away. 



5 
 

Several years after my friend’s mother died, my own mother was nearing the 
end of her long journey through dementia. More and more of her was taken 
away from us. As her awareness of the world around her, and her ability to do 
simple tasks was lost, I prayed to God asking why this had to continue. Could 
it all just end? This time when it appeared that God was not answering my 
prayers, I had the spiritual maturity, if you will, to know that I was not in 
control. I knew my mom was in God’s care. The journey she was taking was of 
God’s design and would end in God’s time, not mine. At the end of her 
journey, I knew she found peace and wholeness in the Kingdom of God. 

God, like every parent, longs to hear the voice of his children; longs to grant 
their every need and wish. We must continue to ask God for help, because we 
need it. So, when you pray, ask your heavenly Father to: give, forgive, and 
deliver. And know that the Abba God, hearing the pleas of his children, will 
open the door to his grace. 

Let us pray: 

Father, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. Give us each day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone 
indebted to us. And do not bring us to the time of trial. Amen. 

 


