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In our gospel reading this morning Jesus is approached by a lawyer who, we 
are told, wants to test Jesus. The lawyer in this case would be an expert at 
knowing and interpreting the Law of Moses. Luke uses this interaction as an 
introduction to the familiar story of the Good Samaritan. A parable we hear 
only in Luke’s gospel. Listen now to Luke, chapter 10, verses 25 through 37: 

25 Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher," he said, "what must I 
do to inherit eternal life?" 
26 He said to him, "What is written in the law? What do you read there?" 
27 He answered, "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your 
neighbor as yourself." 28 And [Jesus] said to him, "You have given the right 
answer; do this, and you will live." 
29 But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?" 
30 Jesus replied, "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell 
into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving 
him half dead. 
31 Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, 
he passed by on the other side. 
32 So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on 
the other side. 
33 But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he saw him, he 
was moved with pity. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having 
poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought 
him to an inn, and took care of him. 
35 The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, 
'Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you 
spend.' 
36 Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into 
the hands of the robbers?" 
37 He said, "The one who showed him mercy."  
Jesus said to him, "Go and do likewise." 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Sermon  

Many years ago, I watched a movie on television. I don’t’ remember the title, 
or much about the plot, or the characters, but I remember well one part of the 
movie. A father and his son are driving in the country along a two-lane 
highway. Much like any road around West Union. The son, in his twenties, was 
driving the car. The two were talking. The father sharing his wisdom and the 
son speaking about his plans for the future. 

When the son begins to slow the car, the father looks up to see a stranded 
motorist and realizes that the son is going to stop to help. “Don’t stop!” says 
the father, “you don’t know who they are. They could be thieves, wanting us 
to stop so they could rob us. Keep going!” The son drives on, but with a little 
less conversation, as the son wonders at his father’s reaction. 

Later, farther down the road, the car the father and son are traveling in breaks 
down. Now, they are the ones stranded beside the road. And, the father is 
ranting about all the cars that are passing them. “Why,” he wonders, “won’t 
anyone stop? Can’t they see we need help?”  

 

Jesus is approached by an expert in the law, an expert in scripture. Luke tells 
us that the lawyer asks Jesus a question, “to test Jesus.” “What must I do to 
inherit eternal life?” And of course, Jesus turns this back on the lawyer and 
asks him what the law says. The man is after all an expert in the law. He 
should know this, and he responds with a very basic summary of the law: 
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, 
and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as 
yourself.” 

If this sounds familiar, Jesus gives the same basic answer in Mark & Matthew 
when he is asked “What is the greatest commandment?” 

The lawyer has answered correctly, and Jesus assures him that if he does this, 
he will have life. 

Maybe lawyers haven’t changed all that much in 2000 years, because Luke 
tells us that the lawyer, “wanting to justify himself,” asks Jesus, “And who is 
my neighbor?” The lawyer knows what is required in the law. He is all on 
board with loving God, and must be ready to love his neighbor, but his 
question, “And who is my neighbor?” seems to be searching for a legal 
clarification. The simple nature of the question implies that some people are 
not his neighbor. The lawyer is reaching for some limitation on who is his 
neighbor, who he must love. We too might struggle with this notion, or just 
assume, that some are not our neighbors, and therefore are beyond the scope 
of the law when it says, “love you neighbor as yourself.” 
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In my imagination, Jesus turned to the lawyer, paused, and gave him a look 
that made the lawyer think he should have left well enough alone, before 
beginning to tell the parable known as the Good Samaritan. 

This well-known story can instruct us on different levels. Jesus tells the story 
to answer the lawyer’s question: “And who is my neighbor?” And in the end 
Jesus asked the lawyer, “Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to 
the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?" The lawyer replies: "The one 
who showed him mercy." The lawyer, the expert in Jewish law, can’t quite 
bring himself to say that the neighbor in Jesus’ story is the Samaritan. But 
the truth is that the neighbor to the man lying in the ditch was not the Priest 
or the Levi. No, both leaders of the church saw the man beaten, stripped, 
robbed, and lying in the ditch, and passed by on the other side of the road. 
The only one who acted like a neighbor to the man was the Samaritan. 

Assuming the man who fell victim to the robbers was a Jew, the Samaritan 
was the least likely person to stop and help; to be a neighbor. The Samaritans 
were hated by the Jews, and the Samaritans felt the same way. It might be 
difficult for us to understand just what this meant. Imagine for moment that 
you are the one lying in the ditch, naked and half dead. Now think who would 
be the least likely person to help you? What religion, ethnicity, or nationality 
person would you be unable to admit stopped to lend aid? A Muslim? An 
Immigrant? 

The law says that we must love our neighbor as ourselves, and Jesus illustrates 
that our neighbors are more than the ones who look, act, and believe like us. 
The gospel truth is that our neighbors include even the ones that we would 
least likely expect. 

On another level, Jesus tells us a story that shows what it means to be a 
neighbor. In the end Jesus tells the lawyer to, “Go and do likewise.” It makes 
no sense that Jesus would charge the lawyer with being beaten and robbed, so 
he must mean that the lawyer should go and show the kind of mercy that the 
Samaritan showed the injured man. The Samaritan saw the man in the ditch, 
but unlike the priest and the Levi, he stopped and helped the man. Jesus said, 
“He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on 
them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took 
care of him. The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the 
innkeeper, and said, 'Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you 
whatever more you spend.'” The Samaritan, an unwelcomed traveler in Jewish 
territory, provided first aid, took the man to safety, cared for him, and made 
sure that his needs would be met. 

It would be an over-simplification of the teaching of Jesus to say that it means 
we should be more willing to stop and help the stranded motorists we 
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encounter on the road. I think the story of the Good Samaritan shows us that 
as we strive to fulfill God’s command to love our neighbors, we are to go 
beyond helping the people in our community, beyond loving the ones who are 
like us, and extend that same care and love to the others: other races, other 
religions, other social and economic classes, other sexual orientations, and 
other nationalities. 

Looking back to the scene from the movie I mentioned in the beginning, I 
think this part of the movie illustrates that sometimes we are the man in the 
ditch, and sometimes we are those who encounter the man. If we are the man 
in the ditch, if we are the one in need of assistance, we should be open to 
receiving help. Help that may not come from ones we would expect.  

But if we are the ones who encounter a person in need of help, we should 
remember the lesson of the Good Samaritan. When we encounter another, any 
other in need, the command to love thy neighbor should guide our response. 

 

Let us pray: 

Loving and merciful God, we know your commands to us. You command us to 
love you and to love our neighbor. We admit that we struggle with loving all 
our neighbors and following both the example and the teaching if your Son. 
Help us to see the neighbor in all those who we encounter in this world. Help 
us to be individuals and a community that reaches out, that tends the wounds 
of all the ones in need. For this we pray. Amen. 


