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This is Trinity Sunday. The Sunday when Christians focus on the uniquely 
Christian doctrine of the Trinity. One God in three persons: Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit. If you read my page in the June Church Mouse, I hope you got 
some understanding of the Triune God as a close, loving communion of Father, 
Son and Spirit. A relationship model that we can, in some small way, use to 
model our human relationships. 

In the sermon last week, I talked a lot about incarnational theology, which 
understands that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, was God who came down to 
earth in human form. The man, Jesus, was fully human and fully God. Jesus 
said in John, chapter 14, verse 11: “Believe me that I am in the Father and 
the Father is in me.” And, I talked about the Holy Spirit as the one who re-
presents Jesus to us. The Holy Spirit is the one who reminds and teaches us 
about Jesus. All of this; the incarnational presence of Christ, and the presence 
of the Holy Spirit is at the heart of the Trinity. 

This week, our gospel reading comes from the same part of John’s gospel, and 
again, we hear more about this three-way relationship of the Father, and 
Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. Listen now to John, chapter 16, verses 12 through 
15: 

12 "I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 
13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he 
will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will 
declare to you the things that are to come. 
14 He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 
15 All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what 
is mine and declare it to you. 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
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Sermon  

Before, I begin with the text for this week, I need to make something clear 
about the Holy Spirit, in the Gospel of John, and in the church as we know it. 
The Holy Spirit comes to and is gifted to the community. Much of what we 
hear about, and perhaps think about is the gift of the Spirit to individuals. It 
is common to speak about an individual’s relationship to God or to Jesus. The 
focus for many is on a personal faith and connection to Christ. In our society, 
with so much focus on the individual, individual achievement and individual 
thinking, the Holy Spirit comes to and acts in the community of the faithful, 
the church. Jesus is speaking to the community of disciples, and the promises 
he is making are to the community of disciples, and to the community of the 
church. The Holy Spirit dwells within the community. The Holy Spirit works in 
the community. The Holy Spirit guides the community to who Jesus is, what 
Jesus taught, and shows them how to live the Christian life, in community. 

As we begin to look at our text, there is no doubt that this text is trinitarian in 
nature. All members of the trinity are mentioned, but there is also no doubt 
that it is the Spirit that is at the center of the text. Jesus is still speaking to 
his disciples on the eve of his arrest and crucifixion. Jesus continues to 
comfort and prepare them for what will come next in their mission as his 
disciples, and what is coming next is the Holy Spirit, or in this reading the 
Spirit of Truth.  

The Spirit will come and, “will guide you into all the truth.”  

Truth in this case is not what we might expect. This truth that the Spirit will 
reveal is not a reference to fact or even wisdom, but in this case “truth” 
means that the Spirit will guide us to Jesus Christ, who is “the truth and the 
light.” The Spirit will lead the community into greater understanding of not 
only what Jesus said and taught, but who Jesus is. 

Jesus spoke these words to a community of disciples who were facing the loss 
of their friend, their leader, and their teacher. The promise of the Holy Spirit 
meant that they could continue to know the one who had shown them the 
truth of who Jesus was.  

John wrote these words decades later to a community that was dealing with a 
new set of challenges, a community that needed the Holy Spirit to show them 
the Truth in their time. And we, who hear these words today, face a world 
that is vastly different from the first century world of Jesus and the Gospel of 
John. The Holy Spirit continues to show us the truth of who Jesus was, what 
Jesus taught, and how Jesus lived. 

In the first verse of our reading, Jesus said: “I still have many things to say to 
you, but you cannot bear them now.” Jesus knew that the disciples were not 
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ready to hear everything that he had to tell them. Hopefully, we too can 
understand that we are not capable of hearing and knowing everything there 
is to know about Jesus, and about the Father. There is always more to learn, 
and more to know. Too often we approach things as if we know all that there 
is to know. As if we know all the answers. As if we know all things and the 
truth about all things, but we must not close the door on learning more from 
Jesus, from scripture, and from the Holy Spirit. 

The community that is open to the Truth that the Holy Spirit will bring to 
them, is open to new messages about Jesus. The community will be open to 
new challenges and new answers to those challenges. The Holy Spirit guided 
community must not assume that it knows all that there is to know.  

The Feasting on the Word commentary for this Sunday says that the 
community guided by the Holy Spirit: 

“…is not only one that has the right understanding or is orthodox 
regarding what it believes, but one that corresponds morally and 
ethically with Jesus, cares about the things Jesus cares about and 
carries out the kind of ministry that reflects Jesus’ ministry.” 

The truth that is revealed by the Holy Spirit is not a stagnant truth, but a 
truth that is relevant and reflective of the world and issues that the 
community of Christ faces in its own time and place.  

The history of the Christian Church shows us that many times in its history 
there have been challenges to orthodoxy. The shape of the earth and the 
planets revolving around the sun. The Reformation that pushed back to the 
Church of Roman and its focus on tradition. Issues of slavery, and women’s 
rights, and Nazi Germany, all demanded that communities of faithful seek new 
understanding and new direction from scripture and from the Holy Spirit. The 
most dangerous thing for the Christian church is to assume that there is 
nothing new to learn from the Holy Spirit and stand firm on an outdated 
understanding of God’s truth. 

Feasting on the Word goes on to say that the author of John’s gospel: 

“…is confident that such a community is possible because of the 
‘Spirit of truth’ whose ministry it is to ‘guide’ the followers of Jesus 
‘into all truth.’ The text seeks to instill a similar confidence into the 
church of every time and place. The Spirit will come, not with new 
truth, not with a new revelation, but to glorify Christ (the Son) by 
taking the message and meaning of Jesus and declaring it, enabling 
the community to receive and obey it.” 
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As a community guided by the Holy Spirit, we must approach the future 
guided by the truth. Truth found in a fresh reading of scripture, and the 
mission and teaching of Jesus Christ. 

 

Let us pray: 
Holy Spirit of God, fill us with an understanding of the truth of Jesus Christ. 
Open our hearts and minds to ways to understand scripture and the world 
that we live in. Triune God, on this Trinity Sunday make yourself known to 
this community of faith and send us out into the world of your creation, 
shining forth your truth. Father, Son, and Holy Spirit show us how to live in 
love and harmony with each other and with the world.  
Amen. 


